Janet "Jan" Ermel
May 22, 1936 - March 21, 2020

Janet “Jan” McClannen Ermel, 83, passed away Saturday, March 21, 2020.
She was born May 22, 1936 in Valparaiso, IN, she was the daughter of the late Harold
Sanz and Barbara Sanz McClannen. She graduated from Lafayette Jefferson High School
in 1954.
On May 22, 1983 she married Walter Ermel and he preceded her in death February 12,
2008.
Mrs. Ermel retired in 1990 from Purdue University Biology Department and worked 14
years part time as Deputy Bailiff in Superior Court 2. She was a member of Evangelical
Covenant Church. Jan was also a member of Common Threads Quilt Guild where she
was president for 2 years, and Old Tippe. Quilt Guild. She volunteered at St. Elizabeth
Hospital and Bingo at The American Legion Post 11, 40&8 and Noon Optimist. Jan
enjoyed quilting, bowling, reading, knitting crocheting and her family. She also organized
the “Edgelea a Neighborhood watch”.
Surviving is son John D. Gibson (wife Lisa); sister Mrs. Judy (husband John) Clark, and
brothers Roger (wife Kathy) and brother Keith (wife Dottie). She is also survived by nine
grandchildren: Amber Gibson (husband Audie Whitaker), Joel Gibson (wife Meagan),
Douglas Gibson (wife Ayreka), Robert Gibson, Sasha Gibson, Alexa Deaton (husband
Abe), Hilary Gibson and Logan Plantenga; great grandchildren: Kalen Gibson-Downey,
Addison Kai Gibson-Downey, Tenzin Gibson-Whitaker, Kyle Gibson, Aviana Ingram, Brady
Ingram, Neo Deaton, Crew Deaton and Jude Gibson; and many nieces and nephews. Her
family was the most important love of her life and her friends followed in that love.
Along with her husband Walter, she is preceded in death by son Steven M. Gibson, niece
Debbie Clark, grandson Michael Gibson and great-granddaughter Jolene Gibson.
Memorial service will take place at Hippensteel Funeral Home at a later date.
Share memories and condolences online at www.hippensteelfuneralservice.com

Comments

“

What a joy she was! She seemed always upbeat and happy. She made the world a
better place. Rest In Peace.

linda h - March 26 at 09:49 PM

“

Jan was a joy to work with in the court. She was bursting with joy, compassion and
wry humor, which always put the jury at ease. Her impersonation of “Dollie” always
brought down the house. We will miss her.

Tom Busch - March 26 at 12:56 PM

“

I worked with Jan in Superior Court 2. I was Judge Heid’s bailiff and the days Jan
worked we laughed a lot. Jan was a joy to work with and did her duties well. She
always talked about her family and how much they meant to her.
I was so sorry to read that she had passed away and extend my sincere regrets to
her family. Jan was one of a kind. May she Rest In Peace.
Sincerely,
Marquita Parker

Marquirq Parker - March 25 at 07:01 PM

“

I, like so many others enjoyed any moments I was fortunate enough to spend with
Jan. She was a true pleasure to be with. Her fun ways brought joy to everything she
was involved in. All who were lucky enough to know her loved her. God Bless every
member of her family as you experience this loss. Jan was one of a king and
treasured by many people.

Diane - March 24 at 08:02 PM

“

So sad to hear of Jan's passing. Prayers to everyone and may God give you peace
and Comfort.

Robert Sanz - March 24 at 11:11 AM

“

So very sad to learn of Jan’s passing. Prayers for strength and healing to her family.
Jan always had a smile and encouraging word - will miss her.
Sally Smith

SallySmith - March 24 at 11:09 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Jan's death. She was a special lady. I loved being around her
at the quilt meetings and retreats. She was such a delightful person. God comfort all
of you at this time.
Gayla Livengood

Gayla Livengood - March 24 at 11:03 AM

“

So very sorry, prayers for comfort and peace for the family and friends. With much
Love Linda Jones

Linda Jobes - March 24 at 08:04 AM

“

I never meet a more special woman than Jan. She always found a way to cheer
people up. Her laugh and smile was contiguous. Jan was loved by everyone and she
will be greatly missed. My Condolence to the family.

Carol Love - March 23 at 10:39 PM

“

Sorry to hear of the passing of Jan. It was a blessing to have called her a friend. The
world was a better place with her in it. Rest In Peace.

Lois Dawson - March 23 at 07:24 PM

