Jerry B Cain
March 20, 1924 - December 20, 2018

Jerry B Cain, 94, known affectionately as “Grandad,” passed away peacefully on
December 20 2018 at his residence in West Lafayette, Indiana, surrounded by family and
friends. Jerry was a husband and father, sailor and poet, soldier and engineer, and cleric.
We will miss Grandad who would remind us daily that “This is the day the Lord hath made,
let us rejoice and be glad.”
Jerry was born March 20, 1924 in Detroit, MI to the late Arthur Cain and Gerta (Blanchard)
Cain. After graduating from high school Jerry heard the call to service as did many young
men from the Greatest Generation and enlisted in the Army in 1942. He was assigned to
Company L in the 104th Army Infantry Division. He was deployed to Normandy in 1944
and experienced combat throughout France, Belgium, and Germany including the Battle
of the Bulge and liberation of Cologne. Of the original 192 soldiers in Company L, Jerry
was one of 61 who returned home intact. He received multiple medals for his service
including two bronze stars. After returning home in 1946 he set his sights on engineering
and received a BS degree in Engineering Physics from the University of California at
Berkeley in 1948. It is there he met the love of his life, Jessica Montrose. Jerry and
Jessica were married for 51 years until Jessica’s death in 2000.
Jerry’s professional career spanned 50 years. From bowling pin returns to cameras used
on satellites and high-altitude airplanes to the world’s most accurate lathe, Jerry enjoyed it
all. He could fix anything. As his professional career blossomed and family grew, he began
to hear the call to a religious life. He was ordained as a Priest in the Anglican Church in
1966 and so began a lifelong service to his professional career during the week and his
religious life during the weekend. His family converted to Catholicism in 1971. In 1976 he
became a Deacon in the Catholic Church, and served at churches in Arizona, California,
and Indiana. Locally he served at Blessed Sacrament and St. Lawrence. He is survived by
his three children: Thomas “Robin” (Gail) Cain of Lymington UK, Fred (Mattie) Cain of
Topeka, IN and Christina (Bill) Anderson of West Lafayette. Jerry is also survived by nine
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.
Funeral service will take place 2pm Wednesday December 26 at Blessed Sacrament with

visitation on hour prior. In lieu of flowers, please make donations to Blessed Sacrament.
Share memories and condolences online at www.hippensteelfuneralservice.com

Events
DEC
26

Visitation

01:00PM - 02:00PM

Blessed Sacrament Church
2224 Sacramento Dr,, West Lafayette, IN, US, 47906

DEC
26

Funeral Service

02:00PM - 03:00PM

Blessed Sacrament Church
2224 Sacramento Dr,, West Lafayette, IN, US, 47906

Comments

“

I will turn home at last once more
Knowing that a true soldier's rest
Once earned is sweet
His peace complete
Who gave until the last his best
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