Marvin Leroy Keyes
February 18, 1947 - April 15, 2021

Marvin Leroy Keyes was the youngest child born to the late Doris Mae Huggins (Keyes)
on February 18, 1947 in North Newport News, VA. Leroy, as he was affectionately called
by his family and friends, was born on the same day as his older sister Sandra Lee. He
attended George Washington Carver School from kindergarten until his high school
graduation in 1964. It was at Carver where he first was noticed as a very gifted athlete. As
a starting cornerback for the Trojans Leroy helped them win their only state football title
and two basketball titles. He frequently recalled experiences he and his classmates had
while matriculating through Carver. He valued the love he received from teachers like
Coach Coleman and Mrs. Flora Crittenden.
Leroy was reared in a loving home along with his sister and three cousins whom he
related to as siblings; Gwen Hill, Edward “Rick” Duvall and Angela Davis. It was here
Leroy, who was also called “Nursey,” learned to treasure the value of family. Together they
attended Emanuel Baptist Church and he accepted Christ as his personal Savior at an
early age. Meals prepared by his loving grandmother, the late Patsy Irene Keyes, served
as a highlight of life on Center Avenue. He loved the taste and smell of her cooking and
the special way she prepared his birthday cake each year, believing “My baby” should
have his own special cake.
Leroy’s athletic achievements in baseball, basketball, track and football were numerous.
He was an easy choice as a teammate during neighborhood pickup games and while
attending Purdue University. Clearly an all-round athlete Leroy was recruited to play
football on the recommendation of a scout who only watched him play basketball.
Needless to say, the scout saw his talent and offered him an opportunity to play on
scholarship, football for the Boilermakers.
It was here at Purdue where he thrived amid a diverse recruiting class that included
African American men from Chicago, Indianapolis, Winston Salem and others places.
Recruits like Marion Griffin, Ralph Taylor, Herman Gilliam and William “Billy” McCoy would
bring their gifts and talents to Purdue; considering southern schools just weren’t recruiting
African American student-athletes. This was first time Leroy had ever played with nonblacks. “The Golden Mr. Do Everything,” quickly became one of Saturdays hero’s as a two
way player. The popular cheer “Give the Ball to Leroy” was a frequent “crowd called play”

for Coach Mollenkopf. Following a successful 1966 season Purdue headed for the 1967
Rose Bowl. This same year Leroy’s son Raymond was born. He also became a member
of Omega Psi Phi Inc. and a new brotherhood of friendships developed; these would last a
lifetime.
Upon graduation Leroy joined the National Football League as a member of the
Philadelphia Eagles where he spent 4 years and one year with the Kansas City Chiefs. As
injuries shortened his professional football career, Leroy rebranded himself as sports
enthusiast, public speaker and mentor. In 1970 his beloved daughter Jacqueline Yvette
was born. Leroy worked for The Youth Study Center and The Philadelphia School District.
It was during this season that he married the former Lucille White. Together they helped
establish the Penrose Park Youth Association and Falcon Crest golf club. These two
organizations bought Leroy much pride and enjoyment.
Leroy was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame, Purdue Hall of Fame and
received the NCAA Silver Anniversary Award in the 1990’s while in Philadelphia. On, July
13, 1996, he and Monica Ann Womack were united in marriage. From this union two sons
were born, Courtland Lamont and Colin Richard Paul. Leroy briefly worked in Athletics as
a running backs coach and in football operations until he found his niche in the John
Purdue Club office; the fundraising division of Purdue Athletics.
After retirement in 2011, Leroy enjoyed broadcasting and shared weekly on the Legends
Sports program with dear friend and former Coach Charlie Hatcher on The Outside Inside
Sports program.
Always a family man, Leroy introduced his sons to sports including golf and bowling; in
addition to his Christian faith. He fellowshipped at Bethel AME Church where he was a
trustee. Leroy was as socially conscious as he was a gifted athlete. He always took a
stand for what was right. For all of his notable accomplishments on the gridiron, Leroy was
a champion as a son, brother, husband, father, mentor and friend.
Despite health challenges over the last few years Leroy continued to bounce back. His
legacy of love and laughter will live on in the family that he loved so much.
Leroy caught the ball for the final time, and he has finished his race. We celebrate your life
and legacy Leroy, #23!
Surviving are his wife of 24 years Monica Ann (Womack) and son Raymond Tyrone, a
daughter Jacqueline Yvette Sanders (Torrin); two sons; Courtland Lamont and Colin
Richard Paul Keyes; a sister Sandra L. Goodhope; two sister-in laws Virginia B. Womack
and Pamela T Gardner and brother -in- law Richard Womack Jr. and a very special
cousin/brother Edward Duvall; two grandsons, Thaddeus Pierce and Pharez Sanders; one
great granddaughter, Teelah Hilton and a host of relatives and friends.
Visitation will be open to the public from 9am – 12pm Saturday, April 24, 2021 at The
Mollenkopf Athletic Center at Purdue University. Guests should enter on the east side of
the facility. Parking will be available in Lot R on the north side of Ross-Ade Stadium. In

accordance with the current guidelines established by the City of West Lafayette and
Purdue University, masks are required at all times. Private family service to follow. Family
requests in lieu of flowers, please send donations to the Leroy Keyes Football
Scholarship. Mail to: John Purdue Club, Mackey Arena, 900 John R. Wooden Drive, West
Lafayette, IN 47907. Please make checks payable to Purdue University Foundation with
“Leroy Keyes Football Scholarship” in the memo line. A live webcast of the funeral service
will be available via our website – www.hippensteelfuneralservice.com. Share memories
and condolences online at www.hippensteelfuneralservice.com
http://videos.lifetributes.com/1133741
I have the live stream set up to go through the John Purdue Club's YouTube page
beginning at 12:45 Saturday afternoon. The link is below:
https://youtu.be/PZ5iB1-u3Zw
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Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Hippensteel Funeral Service - April 23 at 10:48 AM

“

A tribute video has been added.

Hippensteel Funeral Service - April 22 at 02:17 PM

“

You will always hold a special spot in my heart, my very dear friend of over 40 years. Your
smile will live forever. May you rest forever in God's arms.
S.A Fidel Fernandez
Fidel Fernandez - April 23 at 01:07 PM

“

For always as a good friend, a good guy that is always kind to others, Brother you have
earn your wings, God bless you my brother sleep well.
Lloyd big tree holmes - April 23 at 04:47 PM

“

“

Thank You Lloyd
Monica Keyes - April 26 at 07:29 AM

My deepest sympathy to the family and especially his wife Monica. May God comfort
you during this sorrowful time.

Nancy Davis - April 27 at 02:04 PM

“

What a wonderful man, and what wonderful memories he has given me. I doubt that
we often realize how individuals can be a gift to you and your life. Leroy brought
positive energy, wisdom, love, and his own authentic brand. He was the type of
individual one rarely meets, down-to-earth, genuine, and able to relate well to any
walk of life. Leroy was extremely talented and opened his doors and his heart to
countless persons.I saw him as a mentor and friend. Marvin Leroy Keyes has left a
permanent mark on me, and I am forever benefited from this experience. My prayers
are with his family each and every day as we all move forward.

Derrick Williams - April 26 at 09:54 AM

“

I met Leroy back in the later 1960s. My grandma, Jessie Hogan, worked at his
residence hall. He and Marion Griffin came over to our house for a delicious dinner.
My Grandma Hogan was there and all our family. They were the nicest guys I ever
had met. I still have the picture that was taken when they came over. It was so
thrilling to meet them both. My heart and prayers go out to Leroy's family. God bless
you all.

Sandy Hogan - April 24 at 11:05 PM

“

I was very sad to hear about the passing of Mr. Leroy. He was a wonderful person. I
will always remember the Sunday Morning Hugs & His Beautiful Smile. Mr. Leroy will
truly be missed. Mrs. Keyes & Family, you all are always in my Prayers. Mr. Leroy,
May You Rest In The Arms of The Lord Forever. Ethel Crisler & Family

Ethel Crisler - April 24 at 04:51 PM

“

I had the wonderful opportunity to serve as Chaplain for this family in Leroy's final
days. What a blessing he and Monica were not only to me but to the entire hospital.
Many times I came to encourage them and they ended up encouraging me. I thank
God for the talks and the songs and the new friendship that was established. I so
wanted to be there to celebrate his homecoming with you but I did enjoy it on the
internet. What a beautiful tribute from the pastor, family and friends. God bless you
my "Methodist" brother I know that I will see you again and maybe we can share
some more songs together. Monica, Soror, May God continue to hold you and your
family, close to His heart. Love Ya, Chaplain Brenda

Rev. Brenda Walls - April 24 at 03:52 PM

“

Dear Monica Keyes and Family:
We were saddened to hear about the death of Leroy Keyes, your husband, father
and loved one As we remember him during one of our visit's to your home, he took
the time from his busy schedule, to give Thomas and I, a tour around Purdue
University. During this tour, he never spoke about his own educational or professional
accomplishments, but would proudly speak about his students educational progress
or achievements.
We will always remember him as a humble man, who loved, the Lord and loved to
have fun with his friends, family and took the time to enjoy life without having a big
ego.
So, Monica and family, we hope you can find comfort and peace in knowing that God
is with you during this difficult time in your lives.
In Matthew 5:4 it states from God's holy words, "Blessed are those who mourn, for
they shall be comforted.
With love, from Thomas and Anita Clay

Thomas H Clay Jr - April 24 at 02:15 PM

“

The community of North Newport News was saddened the day we learned of the
death of our dear member, Leroy Keyes. Leroy was born and raised in North
Newport News, He was always kind and loving. Whenever he came home, he was
the same person. He did not let being who he was change his attitude. He was
always down to earth. He did not brag -- he was just Leroy or "Nursey." We extend
our deepest sympathy to the family. We will continue to keep in our prayers.

Helen Foster - April 24 at 10:22 AM

“

I have been deeply saddened since I learned of Leroys passing yet I have also been
filled with joy as I can recall so many great memories of Leroy as a player and a
person.Heaven gained and welcomed a great soul when Leroy entered it on April
15,2021.You will live forever in the hearts of Boilermakers everywhere Mr Keyes.God
bless your family and we are so grateful for your time on this planet.

Matthew Corder - April 23 at 04:57 PM

“

To the family of the late Leroy/Nursey Keyes I send love and condolences to all of the
family conclusive as well as all who lives he touched along the way. This sent shock
waves thru our old community North Newport News to have experienced such an all
American in person to see him climb the ladder and strive thru out his life giving
back. I hope you all take time to heel as you go thru this sad period of your lives. He
was one of a kind and help influence those young ones who came behind him. From
the Hunter family of Center Avenue you are now free from pain and we will never
ever forget you. Much love!!!!!!!

Mary Hunter Bates - April 22 at 01:39 AM

“

Red & White Standing Wreath was purchased for the family of Marvin Leroy Keyes.

April 21 at 10:08 PM

“

Leroy was not only a great athlete, he was a great human being. He always had a
positive attitude and great smile. I remember him throwing a bowling ball through his
legs and getting a strike. He also through the ball with his left hand and picked up a
spare while he was bowling on the athletic department team. He will be missed but
never forgotten.

Bob Hallas - April 21 at 08:10 PM

“

“

Thank You Bob
Monica Keyes - April 26 at 07:27 AM

Monica, I had the pleasure of meeting you and Leroy a few years back at a
fundraiser the two of you helped with for the Trails of Hope Grief Camp for children.
Sending extra prayers for you and your family, wrapping you in hugs. Theresa
Fischer

Theresa - April 21 at 02:07 PM

“

Springtime Wishes was purchased for the family of Marvin Leroy Keyes.

April 21 at 03:42 AM

