Mary Ellen Totten-Lovell
June 23, 1931 - June 6, 2019

I’m writing this because I’ve finished the last chapter of my life on earth. It all started on
June 23,1931, thanks to my parents, Thomas Henry Binney and Leitha Montgomery
Binney, at Home Hospital.
In looking back, I had a great childhood growing up in West Lafayette (remember playing
Kick the Can in the street?) and graduating from West Lafayette Senior High School
(Junior High was in the OLD high school building).
Then on to Purdue in the Liberal Science School (40 students in this program) to get my
BS in Speech Therapy and Hearing, as it was called. I graduated in 1953. Later I became
the 1953 Alumni president for many years. College held many adventures besides
studying. I joined a sorority, Kappa Alpha Theta, which gave me life-long close friends, not
just college friendships. I held a part-time job at WBAA as record librarian besides having
a 15-minute weekday child’s program called STORY LAND SPECIAL all 4 years.
Playshop (now called Experimental Theatre) also occupied much of my time-acting,
painting sets, props, makeup…I was hooked on theatre. My senior year I was president of
Theta Alpha Phi. I was a Gold Pepper and member of Mortar Board.
Upon graduating, I married John Totten. He was in broadcasting (radio and later
television). We lived several places, ending in Indianapolis for 18 years, and finally moved
back to West Lafayette. We had 3 children. We divorced in 1978.
I later married C. William Lovell, and we were together for 22 years until his death in 2013.
I loved moving back to my home town, renewing old friendships and making new friends. I
worked in travel for 17 years, first at Imperial Travel, and then at Irvine Travel.
I was a member of Central Presbyterian Church, Circle 19, Art League, Mortar Board
Alums, Purdue Women’s Club, Happy Hollow Garden Club, Comedy Readers, Symphony
Guild, Civic Theatre, TAF, and Kappa Alpha Theta. I was deeply appreciative to Civic,
Symphony Guild, TAF, and Theta Alums for honoring me with special awards. Hobbies
included watercolor painting; creating greeting cards; making wreaths, flower
arrangements, and centerpieces; and sewing.
Now comes the important part-my family: daughters Rebecca Kamm (partner Ann
Llewellyn), Merritt Island, FL, and Holly Totten Crawford, Orlando, FL; daughter by
marriage Christy Lovell Kemp (Jim), Freetown, IN; son Tom Totten, Battle Ground, IN; son

by marriage Doug Lovell, Berkley, CA; daughter-in-law Mary Jo Totten, W. Lafayette, IN;
grandsons Grayson Kamm (Cathy), Tampa, FL; Austin Kamm (partner Brett Melvin),
Chicago, IL; and John Totten (Emily), Indianapolis, IN; granddaughter Mary Totten,
Zionsville, IN; granddaughter by marriage Megan Kemp Winters (Adam), Columbus, IN;
great grandsons Collier Kamm and Merritt Kamm, Tampa, Fl; brother Joe Binney (Jan),
Vero Beach, FL; niece Kris Sheets, CA; nephews Tom Sheets (Millie), CA, and Bob
Binney (Kelly), WA; great nieces Kathleen Cregg (Josh) and Tricia Christensen(Justin),
CA; Stepdaughter Kristi Travers (Misha), CA; step granddaughter Lindsey Travers, CA;
and step grandson, Cameron Travers, CA.
Preceded in death were parents and sister Pat Binney Sheets.
A memorial service will be held 1pm Saturday, June 15, 2019 at Central Presbyterian
Church – 31 N 7th St, Lafayette, IN with Pastor Lucia Oerter officiating. Share memories
and condolences online at www.hippensteelfuneralservice.com

Comments

“

From: The Starry Family purchased the Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket for the
family of Mary Ellen Totten-Lovell.

From: The Starry Family - June 11 at 05:09 PM

“

Floor Plant for Sympathy was purchased for the family of Mary Ellen Totten-Lovell.

June 11 at 04:41 PM

“

Jim & Carole La Neve and sons purchased the Bountiful European Dish Garden for
the family of Mary Ellen Totten-Lovell.

Jim & Carole La Neve and sons - June 11 at 10:58 AM

“

I only met Mary Ellen once...she was my roommate on my first cruise in 2015.
Instantly I knew we were going to hit it off! We cruised up the St. Lawrence Seaway
and saw the most amazing color that fall and we had a ball! Talked about doing
another trip but never got around to it. I told her last year I was moving back to Ohio
and would come and visit her. We were both excited about the prospect. I'm sorry I
never got to meet the family. You have lost a beautiful person. I will cherish our brief
encounter forever. Thank you Nancy Daniels for arranging our once in a lifetime trip.

Paula Harris - June 09 at 11:45 AM

“

I've known Mary Ellen most of my life my mother Mary Smith worked for her mom
and I worked with Mary jo she will be missed

Linda marquess - June 09 at 06:47 AM

“

Your mother made me a ceramic Christmas tree for a wedding gift. I still have it; it is one of
my favorite things. Mom always spoke highly of her.
Becki - June 11 at 08:40 AM

“

Joy Griffiths lit a candle in memory of Mary Ellen Totten-Lovell

Joy Griffiths - June 09 at 05:06 AM

“

Dear Becki, so sorry for the loss of your precious Mom, thinking of you and Holly and
the rest of your family xxxx

Joy Griffiths - June 09 at 05:04 AM

“

I only met Mary Ellen a few times. The first was during race month at her home when
I visited Becki. Being new to Indiana I never knew the importance of the 500! What
fabulous decorations graced her home. I was so impressed. Now reading her
obituary, I see why - it was all of that training in theatre and her outstanding talents.
Becki, Holly, and John, I send my condolences to you and your family. Remember all
of those memories of your family and the home Mary Ellen created for you. She
raised three amazing children.
Love, Elma Lee

Elma Lee Moore - June 07 at 10:36 PM

“

Mary Ellen, a life long friend, and I rode our bikes to all our schools and camps all
throughout our childhood. We've been friends since kinda garden and the best of
friends as adults. I will miss her dearly. -Carolyn Stump

Carolyn Stump - June 07 at 06:31 PM

“

Mortar Board was so proud to claim Mary Ellen as a member. She was a valued
leader of the Mortar Board Alums in Lafayette and was the best greeter and
centerpiece-arranger that Mortar Board has ever known. She turned the honor of
membership into inspiration and exemplified Mortar Board’s Ideals of scholarship,
leadership and service throughout her lifetime. Please know of our deep sympathy at
her passing.
Jane Hamblin, Executive Director,
writing from the National Office of
Mortar Board in Columbus, Ohio
jhamblin@mortarboard.org

jane hamblin - June 07 at 05:52 PM

“

Mary Ellen was one of my favorite volunteers to work with through all 11 years as the
Managing Director of Civic Theatre. Her long history with the organization, having
appeared in a show as early as the mid-1930s, and her dedication to the Civic
Comedy Readers, working the box office and just stopping in to chat. She was a dear
person to chat with, and always an honest person to discuss ideas with. I will think
fondly of her battling the copier to get the latest batch of files ready for the Comedy
Readers and cherish the times I shared the stage with her at such events.

Steven Koehler - June 07 at 03:16 PM

