Mary Ann Pontius
February 4, 1953 - August 8, 2019

Mary Ann Pontius, 66, of Lafayette, formerly of Niles, Michigan, died unexpectedly on
August 8, 2019 at her home in Lafayette.
Mary Ann was born February 4, 1953 in Niles, Michigan to the late Ray and Golda
(Lambert) Purcell. She was a graduate of Niles High School and married her husband
Donald “Terry” Pontius on July 21, 1973 in Niles.
Professionally, she was a floral designer and worked many years at Jan’s Alley Flowers.
She loved doing weddings with her good friend Linda Bradey. She is the current President
of the American Legion Auxiliary of Post 11. Also, a member of the Moose, Eagles, VFW,
40&8, and the AMVETS Post 1992 in Eustis, Florida. Mary Ann loved spending the
winters in Florida and playing golf with friends. In addition, she was very involved in the
United States Canoe Association and was once awarded the National Paddler of the year.
Mary Ann is survived by her husband, Donald “Terry” Pontius; brother, Michael Purcell;
half-sister, Kay Bowles; step-sister, Jill (Lyle) Mason; step-brother, Bill (Jan) Clawson;
nieces, Glynnis and Wesley Purcell.
In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by a half-sister, Anna.
A Celebration of Life will take place from 3-6 p.m. Wednesday, August 14, 2019 at the
American Legion, Post 11, 1801 South 9th Street, Lafayette IN 47905. In lieu of usual
remembrances, direct memorial contributions to the American legion Post 11 Auxiliary.
Share memories and condolences at www.hippensteelfuneralservice.com

Comments

“

Mary Ann was the most lovable person anyone ever met and all who knew her loved
her dearly. I will cherish all the wonderful memories and fun times I have spent with
her and Terry. It is sure hard to understand why those we love are taken from us way
to soon. My heart aches for Terry, Mike and the rest of her family. Terry, after so
many years together I know it will be very hard for you, but you do have a wealth of
memories to embrace so you can feel her presence. You also have an abundance of
friends to help you through this. You are in our thoughts and prayers every step of
the way.
Gayla and Mike.

Gayla and Mike Furner - August 14 at 04:06 AM

“

Terry,
I am so very sorry to hear of Mary Ann's passing.I can't think of anything more
devastating than the loss of a spouse. You are in my thoughts and prayers.
Randy Richey

Randy Richey - August 13 at 01:28 PM

“

Terry, we were saddened to hear about Mary Ann's sudden passing.
Surely you both figure strongly in my memories of the lake, fires along the beach,
and how to really celebrate life. Please know that you and your family are in our
prayers - and that thinking of you both brings a smile to my face after a long day at
work.
Thinking of you both -

Andrew Hetletvedt - August 13 at 11:19 AM

“

So sorry Terry and family, Mary was so kind and a good friend. She was good to my
family and the best neighbor anyone could ask for.
She will be so missed by all that had the pleasure to know her.
Gary Love

Gary Love - August 12 at 10:01 PM

“

Terry, So sorry for your loss, my condolences to you and family. God be with you all.
Glen Stone

Glen Stone - August 11 at 09:48 PM

“

No one cared more for their friends and family than my dear friend. I always knew I
could call for a chat. Terry my thoughts are with you. We all will miss her every day
and especially in Florida.

Carolyn Lanerock - August 11 at 09:37 PM

“

My Condolences to Terry and her MANY friends. One Great Lady

Tom Bresnahan - August 11 at 09:16 PM

“

Terry and family, our heartfelt condolences to you and all in your family on the
passing of Mary Ann. It was always a treat for me to stop by your place on Lafayette
Drive when I was delivering and get to have a few laughs with the both of you. She
was special and the love and best friend dynamic between the two of you was
always obvious. I unfortunately will be out of town on Wednesday, but know that you
are in our thoughts and prayers. Take care and perhaps you and Skeet might join our
monthly "brown brothers" breakfast group in the future. Sincerely, Tom Kent and
family

Tom Kent - August 11 at 08:01 PM

“

Terry..Jane and I haven't the words to express our deep sorrow. So many memories,
so many heart-to-heart talks. So many great parties you two hosted. Mary was one of
the most down-to-earth honest people I've ever known. The world is a lesser place
today, than it was with her in it, so I believe even Heaven is a better, sweeter place
for her presence there. Jane and I offer our prayers to you and all who knew and
loved Mary, as you work your way through this tragedy.....Dan and Jane

Dan and Jane Shirley - August 11 at 03:55 PM

“

My sympathy Terry at your loss of Mary Ann. Her smile and willingness to help at so many
canoe races will be wonderful memory. Sending hugs and uplifting prayers.
Lynne Witte
Lynne Witte - August 13 at 09:05 AM

“

Maryanne was one of the nicest people I have met. She was full of life was a great
cook and shared many of her recipes with me. She was always ready to go
shopping,golfing,eating out, or sharing a great happy hour which we did many times .
I will miss her sunny smile and fellowship. We here in Florida always looked forward
her return here cause we knew fun times were on the way RIP my dear beautiful
friend

Shirley Duffy - August 11 at 10:36 AM

“

The last time I got to see Mary was about 4 years ago when we met for dinner at the
Pavilion in Clearwater. We had a good time as always. But she called and texted me
every day when my mama was in the hospital last year. She said something very
meaningful to me that brought me to tears then and now especially. She wasn’t just a
friend to my mom but someone who you couldn’t help but love. Infectious laughter, a
warm heart, and reassurance in a storm.

DANIELLE HOLLAND - August 11 at 09:48 AM

“

MaryAnn, was called Auntie M by my 3 sons we all loved her very much she always
said we had to stick together because we were the only outlaws left we weren’t the
in-laws and now I have know one to say it with ! I will miss you and your smile! Jerri
P outlaw.

im her sister out- law - August 10 at 10:53 PM

“

So very sorry to read this today, Maryann certainly loved life and loved her friends
and family well.... prayers for Terry and family.

Jackie Hartwig - August 10 at 06:37 PM

“

Always loved and always will! Thank you for being my friend Mary Ann and Terry. We
will miss her presence, but not miss her spirit because she will ALWAYS be in our
hearts.

JOHN PREWETT - August 10 at 05:26 PM

