Robert "Bob" Jansen
March 6, 1945 - September 21, 2020

Robert E. “Bob” Jansen, 75, of Lafayette passed away Monday, September 21, 2020 at IU
Health Hospital. Bob was; “In magnificent shape for the shape he was in.”
He was born March 6, 1945 in Lafayette to the late John L. and Clara Mary (Obermyer)
Jansen. He was a 1963 graduate of Central Catholic High School before attending Ivy
Tech. Bob worked as a Maintenance Supervisor for the Indiana Veteran’s Home for 31
years before retiring in March of 2008.
On May 1, 1971 he married Sandra M. Fassnacht in Lafayette and she survives.
Bob was in the Civil Air Patrol for 21 years. He was a member of St. Lawrence Catholic
Church, life member of the Eagles Lodge, past Exalted Ruler of Lafayette Elks and
Frankfort Elks, past District Department and Exalted Ruler of Elks West District, and State
Chairman of the Elks State Veteran’s Committee. He participated in the historic
reenactment of the French and Indian War from 1988 – 2012, including the Feast of the
Hunters Moon, Kohkomah-Foster and many others in the Midwest and Nova Scotia.
Bob was proud of the fact that he’d been in all of our 50 states, 48 of them 2 or more
times. He had driven to and through all of the lower 48. He flew to Hawaii in 1983 to
attend an Elks Convention. In the summer of 2013, he flew to Alaska for a 12-day tour,
and in 2016 the family took a 7-day cruise to Alaska. Bob had traveled to four Canadian
Providences and northwestern Mexico. He and Sandra hosted foster children for many
years and later foreign exchange students from different countries.
Along with his wife, Sandra, he is survived by his children: Rebecca Lynn Clevinger of
Lafayette, Mariclair (Will) Simmons of Granger and John William Jansen of Carmel;
siblings: Catherine Williams of Lafayette and George (Betty) Jansen of Mount Dora, FL;
sister-in-law Joan Jansen of Florida and brother-in-law Thomas Brown of Urbana, IL. He is
also survived by two grandchildren: John William Alexander “Alex” Simmons and William
Ralph Simmons IV.
He is preceded in death by three siblings William Jansen, Rosemary Brown and Paul
Jansen; and brother-in-law Edward Williams
Funeral Mass will be held Friday, October 2, 2020 at 11 AM at St. Lawrence Catholic
Church in Lafayette, IN. A Celebration of Life will take place at the family home on
Saturday, October 3, 2020 from 3PM - 5PM. In lieu of usual remembrances, contributions

may be directed to the Lebanon Elks Cancer Fund Lodge #635 or Elks State Veteran’s
Fund. Share memories and condolence online at www.hippensteelfuneralservice.com
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St Lawrence Catholic Church
1916 Meharry St, Lafayette, IN, US, 47904

Comments

“

Dear Sandy & Bobbie & Family,
Just to let you know the CC Class of '63 is saddened to learn of Bob's passing for
your sakes & ours... His fun loving , always interesting demeanor was a blessing at
our classmate lunches & to all who knew him... As for Bob who was always faith
filled, we Celebrate his going Home to Heaven with Our Lord fairly easily & after
outliving his earlier medical shorter life prognosis... We of Faith know he is happy in
Heaven & we will see him again someday...
Again prayers for your loss of one so special in your lives...
We will miss him also...
Love & God Bless, Suilon & Terry & CC Class of '63

Suilon Benjamin - September 26, 2020 at 12:56 PM

“

As a member of the extended class of “63”, my wife and I extend our heartfelt
condolences to Sandy and the entire Jansen clan. Bob will always be remembered
as “one of the good guys”. He WILL be missed and our luncheon group will honor his
memory at our next gathering. Rest In Peace brother, John and Roberta Hodges

john m hodges - September 25, 2020 at 10:06 AM

“

My prayers and thoughts to all of your family. I have many fond memories of Bob
through the years
Marge Jansen

Marge - September 24, 2020 at 07:54 AM

“

What a man, I've known Bob for many (30+) years. Bob and I were on several
committees together never a harsh word. Sleep my brother, and may God be with
you. He will always be remembered as a GOOD ELK and my friend.

Dick Dunn P.S.P. - September 23, 2020 at 11:46 PM

“

You are all in my prayers. Really enjoyed knowing Bob ever since he and Sandy
married. For many years, I attended the Feast of the Hunters Moon, every year. One
of my favorite activities there was locating their campsite and visiting with everyone
for an hour or two. May God surround you all with His comforting love.
Marilyn Rogers

Marilyn Rogers - September 23, 2020 at 10:16 PM

“

Sandy & family, My heart aches for you! May the Good Lord bless you & give you
strength to get thru this difficult time
Thankfully your memories will last forever

Brenda & Jim Hillman - September 23, 2020 at 09:39 PM

“

Sandy, and the rest of family and friends, Sorry for your loss. Bob will be missed.

Tom Bresnahan - September 23, 2020 at 11:30 AM

“

Sandy and family we are praying for you all! So sorry to hear of our loss of Bob! He
always had an interesting story to tell and was so optimistic. We will miss him!
Love Jim , Colleen, John,& Therese Bjork

Colleen - September 23, 2020 at 10:59 AM

