Thomas J. Vanderkolk
March 10, 1936 - April 28, 2019

Thomas J. Vanderkolk, 83, of Brookston passed away Sunday, April 28, 2019.
He was born March 10, 1936 in Gosport, IN, to the late Joseph and Hattie (Chamberlain)
Rink Vanderkolk. He graduated from Clarks Hill High School. After graduation, Tom joined
the United States Marine Corp serving his country from 1954-1956. He was employed with
and retired from GTE after 30 years.
On May 22, 1954 he married the love of his life Martha Louise (Padgett) and she survives.
Tom was a member of Clarks Hill Christian Church, Men’s Card Club, American Legion
Post #251 and Odd Fellows of Brookston. He enjoyed river fishing and spending time with
his family.
Surviving along with his wife Louise are his children: Tim (Debra) Vanderkolk of Monon,
Diana (Mike) Langley of Logansport and Deborah (Kenny) Lucas of Brookston. He is also
survived by six grandchildren: Tim and Kevin Vanderkolk, John and Jeremey Langley, and
Kristina and Kayla Lucas; and 12 great-grandchildren.
Visitation will be Thursday, May 2, 2019 from 5pm – 8pm at Hippensteel Funeral Home.
Funeral service will be held 10am Friday, May 3, 2019 at the Funeral Home with Reverend
Lelan McReynolds officiating. Interment to follow at Odd Fellows in Brookston. Share
memories and condolences online at www.hippensteelfuneralservice.com
http://videos.lifetributes.com/996913

Comments

“

Brandon & Daphne Napier purchased the Peace, Prayers & Blessings - Blue and
White for the family of Thomas J. Vanderkolk.

Brandon & Daphne Napier - May 01, 2019 at 10:52 AM

“

Healing Tears - Blue and White was purchased for the family of Thomas J.
Vanderkolk.

May 01, 2019 at 08:04 AM

“

Grandpa we will miss you! Lots of memories and stories I will cherish forever! I have
missed getting to have the weekend calls with you for quite awhile, but have many of
them to remember. There is a lot of moments to remember: Tons of card games, lots
of fishing trips, lots of good stories, many laughs, week long visits in the summer,
Easters at the house in Brookston, learning to play pool at the place near
Indianapolis, visits to Bramble, visits in Florida while I was in high school and while I
was in the Army, You and grandma visiting us in both Dayton and Fort Mill, and so
many others that I could never list them all.
Grandpa with you I always felt welcomed and loved. We will miss you, I will miss you,
I love you, We love you!
Tim, Ania, Mya, Max

Tim Vanderkolk - April 29, 2019 at 10:28 PM

“

Grandpa, I love you and hope you are having a wonderful time in Heaven. I am so
glad you don’t have to go through dementia anymore. Hopefully you found your new
favorite fishing spot. Save a spot and a fishing rod for me I lit you a green candle
because you always told me there was no other color for Kristina. When I get to
Heaven someday, I will make sure to bring you two butterfinger bars. Thank you for
letting me have both knowing one was your’s and one was mine. I have missed
spending the night with you and grandma and waking up in the morning playing
aggravation and eating grandma’s homemade sausage gravy and biscuits. I will miss
your stories you used to tell people about the candy bar and when I used to call
myself Tinu. I will miss Christmas’s with you when you always got your chocolate
covered cherries. I will miss going fishing with you. And I really miss the days at the
cottage with you and your green boat and boat rides and when you would push
Kayla and I so high on the tree swing. You would push us so high that we would
touch the tree branch with our foot and we would say higher grandpa higher!
Anyway, I will miss you so much. Say hello to everyone. I will see you again
someday

Kristina - April 29, 2019 at 08:09 PM

