Wilma W. Osterhoff
November 6, 1919 - April 3, 2019

Wilma Wierenga Osterhoff, 99, of Lafayette passed away Wednesday, April 3, 2019 at the
Springs.
She was born in 1919 in Otterbein, IN to the late John and Katherine Wierenga. On
November 28, 1942 she married Bernard Osterhoff in Lafayette. He preceded her in death
on August 6, 1969.
Wilma attended and graduated from Purdue University with a Bachelor’s degree in
Chemistry and a Master’s degree in Education. For 20 years she worked as a Guidance
Counselor at Benton County School Corporation.
She was an early graduate of Lafayette Leadership Academy. She served as Secretary
and Treasurer of Tippecanoe County Hereford Associated for many years. Wilma was a
65-year member of Stidham United Methodist Church and actively assisted in the Historic
Registry designation. She volunteered with Art Smart Indiana and Art Smart of America.
She enjoyed traveling to various parts of the country and overseas with family and friends,
as well as with her daughter and son-in-law to and from Montana. She knitted and
donated nearly 200 baby blankets to the Riggs Clinic through the years. In 2011 she
received the Franciscan St. Elizabeth Regional Health Community Impact award for
donating 100 blankets.
Wilma is survived by her daughter Katherine (Ron) Denhart of Lafayette; two
grandchildren: Christine (Brian) Klem and Jeff Denhart; and two great grandchildren: Kari
and Emily Klem.
She is preceded in death by her husband, parents, and four siblings: Dorothy Vanderveen,
Marian Burns, John “Jack” Wierenga and Phyllis Robinson.
A funeral service will be held 11am Monday, April 8, 2019 at Hippensteel Funeral Home
with visitation one hour prior. Pastor Darin Hendry will officiate. Interment to follow at West
Point Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be directed to Stidham United
Methodist Church – 5300 S 175 W Lafayette, IN 47909, Lafayette Urban Ministry – 420 N
4th St Lafayette, IN 4790 or Great Lakes Caring Home Health and Hospice – 3768 Rome
Dr Lafayette, IN 47905. Share memories and condolences online at
www.hippensteelfuneralservice.com http://videos.lifetributes.com/991283
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Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Hippensteel Funeral Home
822 North Ninth Street, Lafayette, IN, US, 47904

APR
8

Service

11:00AM

Hippensteel Funeral Home
822 North Ninth Street, Lafayette, IN, US, 47904

Comments

“

The Knowlton's purchased the White Standing Spray for the family of Wilma W.
Osterhoff.

The Knowlton's - April 05 at 02:46 PM

“

Jim and Marilyn Osterhoff and family purchased the Blue & White Sympathy Floor
Basket for the family of Wilma W. Osterhoff.

Jim and Marilyn Osterhoff and family - April 05 at 11:36 AM

“

Aunt Bunnie is my hero. She was always positive and saw the best in people. The
time and love she invested in me making me dinner every week in high school and
college, taking me to Europe, just being together, changed my life. I would not be the
person I am today without her. I am happy for Aunt Bunnie because today she is with
the Lord., but I will miss her until we are together again. My deepest sympathy to
Kathy and her family.

Sherry Center - April 05 at 11:21 AM

“

My babysitter, friend, colleague and mentor...Wilma. I misplaced your email address,
so.
this note is to thank you for the memories. It was a great trip, with a lot of fun times.
We continue to cherish the friendships of your family! Kathy, Ron and family, what a
job well done, you're in our thoughts.

Ted Hunt - April 04 at 04:45 PM

“

Aunt Bunne was a true gem in so many ways. Loving, caring and always looking for
the good in everyone. I am so glad my sister, Joni, and I travelled to Lafayette for her
99th Birthday last November. Kathy planned a little party with pizza and her favorite
chocolate cake with 7-minute frosting. I forgot how good that cake is. We stayed with
Kathy and the 4 of us got lots of quality time remembering all the summers on the
farm, her joy of reading and lots of family gossip. She was a very special lady who I
will always remember and has a special place in my heart. With loving memories,
Your neice, Lucy Van der Veen Lange

Lucy Lange - April 04 at 12:58 PM

“

Aunt Bunny was an elegant, gracious woman who opened her heart and home (farm)
to me every summer where I could run free, sleep in the green room, and play
endlessly with my cousin, Kathy. Joni Van der Veen

Joni Van der Veen - April 04 at 12:36 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear of Wilma's passing. My grandfather Carl Johnson worked for
Wilma's family for many years. Starting with Wilma's father and then for her and her
husband. You all are in our thoughts and prayers at this difficult time.Rest in peace
Mrs. Osterhoff. Barb, Kenny, Keith Short and families.

Ken Short - April 04 at 06:03 AM

“

We met Wilma when we joined Stidham Umc. She was always so friendly and kind.
She always wore the neatest hats. RIP Wilma.

kevin & kathy fry - April 03 at 06:13 PM

“

Kevin & Kathy Fry lit a candle in memory of Wilma W. Osterhoff

kevin & kathy fry - April 03 at 06:10 PM

